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El tiempo pretérito -
formas regulares

The Preterite Tense -
Regular Forms

¿Cuándo se usa?  When is it used?

 The Preterite is a Past Tense.  It is
used to express action that happened
at a particular point in time.

Formación    Formation

 For regular verbs:
Drop the “-ar/-er/ir” from the infinitive.
Add the correct letter(s) ending.
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Las terminaciones  The Endings

escribieron
you (all) wrote (plural)

they wrote

comieron
you ate (plural)

they ate

hablaron
you spoke (plural)

they spoke

escribisteis
you (all) wrote (plural)

comisteis
you (all) ate (plural)

hablasteis
you (all) spoke (plural)

escribimos
we wrote

comimos
we ate

hablamos
we spoke

escribió
you wrote (formal)

he/she wrote

comió
you ate (formal)

he/she ate

habló
you spoke (formal)

he/she spoke

escribiste
you wrote (familiar)

comiste
you ate (familiar)

hablaste
you spoke (familiar)

escribí
I wrote

comí
I ate

hablé
I spoke

uds.
ellos
ellas

vosotros
vosotras
(used in Spain)

nosotros
nosotras

ud.
él
ella

tú

yo

EscribirComerHablar

Aprenda el patrón de las terminaciones...
Learn the pattern of endings...

ieronisteisimosióisteí

aronasteisamosóasteé

-er
-ir

-ar

-Ar/-Er Stem Changing Verbs

 Verbs with a Present Tense stem
change do not change stems in the
Preterite:

cerrar
to close

cerraroncerró
cerrasteiscerraste
cerramoscerré

mover
to move

movieronmovió
movisteismoviste
movimosmoví
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“Yo” form spell changes....

 Verbs ending in -car/-gar/-zar require a spell
change in the yo form.
c-->qu Saqué muchas fotos.

I took alot of photos.
g-->gu Pagué diez dólares.

I paid ten dollars.
z-->c Empecé a las dos.

I began at two o’clock.


